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Proverbs 12:10

TEST GRADE

Research Project Paper (TEST Grade – see the rubric below for expectations)
 “Thinking like a Logikos Zookeeper”
Remember that Zookeeping is the world’s oldest & most honorable profession.

(Adam, Abel, Noah, Moses, David, et al)
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	The Following is a Rubric (Grade Guide) for Assessing each Part of Your Research Report
Not only will I be using this to grade what you hand in, but you should use this rubric as you create your project in order to ensure the grade you want.

	.
	Poor
1
	Fair
2
	Good
3
	Excellent
4
	Score

	Introduction
	Disorganized content, no preview of content in rest of the paper
	Gives too little information.
	Summarizes report
	Concise, well-written introduction, much like a professional abstract
	.

	Research Part 1 – Conceptual focus on the animal’s nephesh capacity, evidence to support claims, and how they relate to Creation and Good Shepherd care (Zookeeping)
	Does not cover all expected topics
	Covers some of the expected topics.
	Covers most of the expected topics.
	Goes beyond expected topics to include unique concepts, both scientific and scriptural.
	.

	Research Part 2 (Peripheral concepts like anatomy, color, size, etc)
	Does not cover all appropriate topics
	Covers some of the appropriate topics.
	Covers most of the appropriate topics.
	All appropriate topics covered well. Also includes interesting facts.
	.

	Spelling/Grammar
	Many spelling and grammatical errors
	A few errors
	Only one or two errors
	Spelling and grammar perfect
	.

	Presentation
(Paper / Pictures / Poster)
	Stapled only, no cover page, no visuals (photos or drawings)
	Cover page, 1-2 visuals,
	Report cover, cover page, 3 or more visuals
	Report cover, cover page, 4 or more visuals, content arranged with bold headings, boxes, etc
	.

	References
	No references
	A single reference, incomplete citation
	Several references with incomplete citations
	Many references, listed in appropriate format
	.

	Length
	Two pages
	Three pages
	Four Pages
	Five or more pages
	.

	Your letter grade (A to F) will be determined by the following summary score ranges:

	A = 24-28
	B = 19-23
	C = 14-18
	D = 9-13
	F = 0-8


Don’t wait until you are LATE.  Remember the new NCS rule on late work is serious.
One day late 50% off.  Second day late = Zero.  WARNING – the NCS rule is you still must complete any project or paper, even if you already have a Zero.
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BIBLICAL, BIO-LOGICAL BACKGROUND REVIEW:

Zoos are vital to our “broken”, violent world (Please think logically):
- Why is the “wild” kingdom, survival of the cruelest, not the best quality of life for animals?
- Why is a well run zoo a potentially better quality of life for animals?

- Why would Old Eden & the New Earth be the best quality of life for animals?
- Why did our Creator design thinking, feeling animals that people naturally love and care for?
“Logiko is critical thinking led by the LOGOS
“Logical” comes from the New Testament Greek adjective logikos (λογικος).  Logikos comes from the root term λογος that means “Word”, so logical (λογικος) literally means "of the Word".  Thus, from a biblical worldview, the study of life (bio-logy) should begin at the beginning with what we know according to God’s Word, the Bible.
John 1:1 (“Word” = λογος)

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

John 1:14, 18 (“Word” = λογος)

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Romans 12:1

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable (λογικος  logical) service.”

1 Peter 2:2 is the only other reference in the NT that uses the term "logikos".
"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word (λογικος = of the word).”
Critical thinking is proclaimed to be a “new” goal discovered by modern educational psychologists, yet there is nothing new under the sun.  In fact, God’s WORD (The LOGOS) has always offered the most effective principles and processes for helping students be “transformed by the renewing of the mind” into truly analytical thinkers.

God, the Logos, is the source of all logic, and 1 John 4 says that “God is love”.  Therefore, our motive, methods, and goals should be the logical application of God’s love, not selfishness.
“A good man cares for the soul (nephesh) of his animal,

but the kind of compassion given by the wicked is cruel.” 
Proverbs 12:10 (paraphrased)
 “But now ask the animals, and they will teach you . . . .  That the hand of the LORD has done this, 
In whose hand is the life [nephesh / soul] of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind? 
“. . . . Wisdom is with aged men, with long life is understanding.

Job 12:7-12
Nephesh = the biblical (Hebrew) term for “soul”, that is the programmed capacity to think and feel.

- The exact same term is used for both animals and humans.
- It has arbitrarily been translated as “soul” for humans and “creature”
- Plants do not have nephesh and are merely organic machines, originally designed for food (thus no suffering)
- Animals (at least complex ones) have nephesh life, being able to think and feel (allowed as food after the flood)
- Humans and angels have nephesh that is unique in that they can think and feel about God, thus distinct from animals.
- Further, the Hebrew term bara (meaning a new unique thing created ex nihilo) is used three times in Gen 1

  * Bara is first used for the creation of matter, energy, space, and time out of nothing
  * Second it is used for the creation of animal nephesh
  * Third it is used for the creation of human nephesh 
     (again clear indication of the distinction between animals and man)
Examine carefully the elephant pictures below, and remember our class discussions.
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	Nephesh Capacity: Mother’s Protective Love
	Nephesh Capacity: Baby’s Trustful Security
	Nephesh Capacity:

Trans-species love and security


Zoological Gardens are micro-ecosystems composed of:
Housing 
Abiotic (non-living) backgrounds, exhibits, and appropriate “furnishings”
Plants 

Non-nephesh, organic machines, without brains, nerves, etc
Animals 
Nephesh creatures with the capacity for thinking, feeling, and suffering
Humans 
Nephesh creatures who can think about God & either submit to or reject His authority
Zoo Goal
To design and serve as stewards over a mini-Eden under God’s delegated authority.
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Atheistic evolution is a mathematical absurdity:

Nobody + Nothing = Everything?

Curiosity is the heart of science!

Ask Questions & Seek Answers

Blind faith is not scientific, 
nor is it biblical.

“Faith is . . . the evidence of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1


“The fool believes everything he hears.”
Proverbs 14:15

Foundational questions about Bio-logy, “the logical study of life”.
Ask yourself the following five, profoundly simple questions about the macroevolution myth:
1. Molecule? 

When, where, and how did the first molecule of matter come from? 
- Remember that 0 + 0 = 0.
2. Message? 

How did non-living matter and energy become a living cell run by complex coded messages in DNA?
- The Law of Biogenesis negates the evolutionary belief in an original spontaneous generation of life.
3. More? 

How did the massive amount of “new” DNA coding arise to produce vastly different kinds of organisms?
- Evolutionists believe that selected mutations are the mechanism for macroevolution.
4. Mutation? 

Why have scientists not found evidence to support the mutation mechanism myth?

- Macroevolution requires trillions x trillions of information adding mutations in order to work.

- But, few, possibly not even one, such mutation has ever been definitively demonstrated.
5. Monster? 
What does it say about God when theistic evolutionists claim He designed and manipulated mutations, in order to help the violent process of survival of the fittest to create new species?

- Doesn’t a theistic theory of evolution present an image of God that is monstrous?
The character of any artist is revealed through the images in his creation.

Does every image in our world reveal God’s character?

Do some images in the world indicate a separation from Him?

Is violent, selfish competition, pain, fear, suffering, and death the Way of God?

Who is your Creator?  Which picture portrays the character of your God?
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See my website www.soulcare.org for links to hundreds of articles, books, and DVD presentations by scientists and theologians who now reject the myth of macroevolution because of the scientific and scriptural evidence against it.
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   Your Zoo Research Paper Procedures:
Thinking like a 

Logikos Zookeeper



(This research paper must be typed and double spaced.)
[image: image12.jpg]



First, choose the Elephant, Gorilla, or Orangutan.
Then, research the particular animal you choose.  As you're reading about your animal, take notes on key information:

- Habitat, biome, range, longevity, physical characteristics, etc.

- Look for unique characteristics and behavioral evidence that lead to your logikos inferences that not only does your animal have nephesh capacity, but also what relative degree of nephesh capability it has.
The Structure of Your Research Report: 
Begin your report with an introductory paragraph that states the main ideas that you will be writing about.  The body of your paper can be subdivided into sections for each major topic.   How well you logically organize your information and how you attractively you arrange the sections will affect your grade.  Be sure to end the report with a closing paragraph that summarizes what the content and conclusions.  
Suggested Topics to Research and Include in Your Report:
When you write your report, try to answer as many of the following questions as you can (unfortunately, not all of these things are known for all animals).  It might help you to use the following sample chart and/or suggested topic descriptions.  To use the charts, download this document from my website so you’ll have a “live” electronic copy.
· The Animal's Common and Scientific Name: What does its name mean? Even the common name sometimes conveys a special meaning.  For example, the name “opossum” comes from an Algonquian Native American word "apasum", meaning white animal.  Its scientific name Didelphis virginiana, means “double-womb” (Didelphis) and from Virginia (virginiana).

· Zookeeping Requirements:  If you were its zookeeper (remember Adam and Noah) what kind of exhibit would you design for it?  What kind of “furniture” would you include?  What kind of food would you feed it?  How many of those animals would you put into the exhibit?  Why? How would you introduce new animals into the exhibit so that no fighting occurred?  What would you do to try and encourage breeding?  What else can you think of that might apply to your animal, especially to ensure a good nephesh quality of life?

· Behavior/Nephesh Capacity: Describe interesting features of your animal's behavior. For example: Is there evidence of social need or is it a solitary animal? Does it burrow underground? Does it hibernate, migrate in cold weather? Is it nocturnal (most active at night)?  Highlight evidence for the degree of nephesh (emotional capacity, ability to think and anticipate – i.e. consciousness, is there evidence of self-consciousness and if so, to what degree, how might that change the requirements of a zookeeper to ensure quality of nephesh life in captivity, etc).


· Classification / Baraminology: How is your animal classified and what other animals are closely related to it? In the Linnean system of classification (a lawn of trees), organisms are classified into a Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, and species.  Darwin popularized the belief that all “trees” were merely branches of one big tree, all related to a common ancestor.  But, remember that the Baraminology system categorizes animals into an orchard of unrelated trees (“kinds”), separately created by a Designer. What possible baramin (“created kind”) to which your animal might be related, including extinct members.

· Anatomy/Appearance: What does your animal look like? How big is it? What shape is its body? What does an average one weigh? Does it have horns, antlers, fur, crests or claws? Describe the teeth, head, neck, tail, etc. How many legs does it have? Are its legs long or short? How many eyes and how many body parts does it have? Does it molt as it grows? 
** Draw pictures if you can, or include photos.

· Habitat and Range: What type of biome does this animal prefer (does it live in the desert, swamp, tundra, deep sea, coral reef, tropical rainforest, pond, or other habitat)? Where in the world does it live? List the continent(s), country/countries, and/or smaller areas that it lives in. 

· Diet: What does your animal eat and how does it get its food? Is it an herbivore (plant eater), carnivore (meat eater), omnivore (eating meat and plants), or something else? Is there something unusual in what or the way your animal eats that would affect how a zookeeper should care for it?

· Locomotion: Can your animal move? If so, how does your animal move (does it walk, fly, jump, burrow, etc.)? Is it slow-moving or fast-moving? Why is this important to its survival? 

· Defense/Offense: How does it defend itself (and/or attack other animals)? Does it use teeth, fangs, claws, armor, horns, antlers, pincers, poison, a stinger, muscles, a strong smell, and/or something else? 
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Enemies: What animals eat or otherwise kill your animal? For example, for caterpillars, birds eat them, but wasps also lay their eggs in the caterpillars, and this eventually kills them. 

· Species Survival Status: Is this animal species in danger of extinction? If so, why? Has it lost habitat, lost a food source, or has it been over-hunted? 

· What else can you think of that would be important as a Good Shepherd keeper of this particular kind of soul?
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The following is only one type of chart that can be used to organize your research information as you gather it.  Different word processing programs like “WORD” have many other types of charts to organize, prioritize, etc.
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Citing Your References: Formats for each type of publication follow:

· Web Site: Author(s) if appropriate. Title of Site or web page. URL, publication date (the earliest copyright year listed). 

· Book: Author(s). Title of book. Edition. Location of publisher: Name of Publisher, year of publication. 

· Encyclopedia: Title of encyclopedia, volume of encyclopedia used. Location of publisher: Name of Publisher, year of publication, pages where the article is located. 

· Magazine or Journal: Author(s). "Title of article." Name of magazine, Volume. issue (date): pages where the article is located. Author(s) are listed last name first, first name or initials (as cited in the publication). 
Appendix - Recommended Resources for further study on
Evolution/Creation, Classification/Baraminology, Nephesh Capacity
Please note the following sample sources are for further inquiry. (Many more are listed at www.soulcare.org)
	The Way of Creation:
Sacrificing self for the needs of others. (Ex. = Christ's Cross)
The Way of Evolution:
Sacrificing others for the desires of self. (Ex. = Abortion)


Samples of the thousands of scientists who now reject the macroevolutionary myth: 
Dr. A.E. Wilder-Smith was one of very few scientists who have earned three doctorates in physical sciences from prestigious universities - Oxford, Geneva, and finally Zurich.  The website memorializing his work and life, www.wilder-smith.org  contains a wealth of material, including videos, audios, articles, and books, for the scientific scholar as well as the layman.

Dr. Lee Spetner, internationally renowned scientist at Johns Hopkins University has recently written a fascinating work called, Not By Chance: Shattering the Modern Theory about Evolution, that is a must read for anyone interested in scientific challenges to neo-Darwinian theory.  
"I have shown in my book that the broad sweep of evolution cannot be based on random mutations. I have shown it on both theoretical and experimental grounds. On theoretical grounds, I have shown that the probability is just too small for random mutations to lead to a new species. On experimental grounds, I have shown that there are no known random mutations that have added any genetic information to the organism. I go through a list of the best examples of mutations offered by evolutionists and show that each of them loses genetic information rather than gains it. One of the examples that where information is lost is the one often trotted out by evolutionists nowadays in an attempt to convince the public of the truth of evolution. That is the evolution of bacterial resistance to antibiotics."
Scientists from all over the world have praised Dr. Spetner’s book.
(Professor E. Simon, Biology, Purdue Univ. says: “It is certainly the most rational attack on evolution that I have ever read.”)
(Professor Anfinsen, Nobel Laureate, says: “. . . extremely thorough and compelling.”)
Suggested Websites:
Answers In Genesis (www.answersingeneis.org) is one of the fastest growing resources for scientists and laymen, both Christian and non-Christian who are committed to answering scientific questions on the basis of empirical evidence rather than grant ($) driven tradition and tenure.
Institute for Creation Research (www.icr.org) 
Creation Research Society (http://www.creationresearch.org/)  
Creation Ministry International (http://www.creationontheweb.com/) 

Recommended Books:
- Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call to Mercy,  by Matthew Scully
- When Elephants Weep: The Emotional Lives of Animals, by Jeffrey Masson, Susan McCarthy
Careers in Animal Behavior:
http://www.indiana.edu/~animal/help/careers.html 
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