[image: ]Mr. Galloway - Hermeneutic-Reading Skill		
* Applied to Science Articles/Journals
Have you ever written an email or letter to someone and later discovered that person totally misunderstood what you meant.  
Hermeneutics comes from Greek (ἑρμηνεύω = hermeneuō meaning 'translate' or 'interpret')
* The PROCESS of hermeneutics is important because as a READER you CANNOT ASK the AUTHOR what he or she meant by the writing.  You have to try and carefully INTERPRET what meaning was intended by the author.
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Hermeneutic-Reading is simply the SKILL of seeking to accurately understand what the AUTHOR(S) meant in the writing that you are reading.  
- Your goal is to DRAW OUT what the AUTHOR PUT IN the writing.
This RIGHT WAY of interpreting is called (EXEGESIS).
  This includes any QUOTES in the writing from OTHER AUTHORS.  
  Each quote must be interpreted separately as a different author.
- Your DANGER as a READER is to ASSUME the author means what YOU THINK, 
which would cause you to PUT YOUR IDEAS INTO the author’s writing.
This WRONG WAY of interpreting is called (EISEGESIS).
SUGGESTED STEPS for effective & efficient HERMENEUTC-READING:
Step One 	– READ & while reading UNDERLINE and/or CIRCLE key words
* Read as if you will have to explain to a friend what the writing says.
   - Remember, you will have to explain to ME what the writing says 
* Think about how the different sentence structures communicate different meanings.
* Think about how the many contexts shape the meaning of what is said.
  (the paragraph context, the section context, & even the background setting, culture, history …) 

Step Two 	– OUTLINE the main points, concepts, claims, evidences, etc …
		   * Outlining is helpful for most people, but not necessary for everyone.
Step Three 	– WRITE a summary EXPLAINING what the AUTHOR(S) MEANT,
   NOT your ideas or whether you agree.
** A SEPARATE SKILL that we are NOT doing here is “CRITICAL-THINKING”.
That is when you examine a writing to determine if you agree based on evidence.  I prefer to call this skill “LOGIKOS-THINKING”, which uses the biblical term for logical reasoning and gives credit to GOD, the LOGOS, who designed us to use it.
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