Tips for the ACT Science Section
- Mr. Galloway
for more efficient analysis and more effective answering . . . 
1. PRAY: Trust God to help you do your best.  If you start to get nervous during the test, that's normal.  Just stop, take a few deep breaths, and thank God for His love.  Remembering what God did for you on the Cross helps assure you of His care.

2. Don't worry about new or complicated terms: 
Usually the test paragraphs will explain what the terms mean.  Even when they don't, it usually does not matter, since the questions will mostly focus on analysis of the data given to you.  Use only the information given to you in the test.  Don't assume.

3. Read the questions before you read the passage and graphs:
Other sites will tell you to read the passage first, but that is not best for most students. If you read the questions before you read the text, you’ll know what to look for as you search through the material. 

4. Paraphrase the questions: 
Try to shorten (condense or simplify) the questions into your own words.

5. Mark the text as you read: 
Physically underline, circle, or highlight things that stand out to you as you read. Some of the material will be very technical with complicated terms, so don't get distracted by those.  Relax and simply look for the basic things that the questions were asking you about. 

6. Graph / Chart Interpretation and: 
- Read the title first and then the labels for the axes: x is horizontal and y is vertical.
  (These axes represent the two main variables: x for independent, y for dependent.)  
- Next think about the relationship between the two axes (the two variables)


7. Math Application:
Be careful not to make careless errors.  Write out problems on paper fully to make sure you don't miss any steps.  Think about the units that the questions indicate for the answer you must find. 

8. Experimental Analysis:
When you read any descriptions of experiments, look for the main ideas.  Don't get distracted by all of the extra details.  Ask yourself: what is being tested, how it is being tested, what the scientists did (independent variable), what happened afterward (dependent variable), and what were the final conclusions.

9. Before answering each question, cover its answers and first try an educated guess:
Keep your hand over the answers while you read the question. First, based on the material your read/analyzed make an educated guess at what you think the answer might be. Then uncover the answers and see if you find an answer that fits your guess.  If one of them closely matches yours, then it has a higher probability of being correct.

10. Choose the "BEST" answer: 
Sometimes there seems to be more than one "possible" answer, so pick what seems best.
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